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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



1 1. Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2003/012689 



I 1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
I I * e international application as originally filed 
the description: 



1-18 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 
pages 



1-13 



„ , as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

, filed with the demand 



the drawings: 



filed with the letter of 28 February 2005 (28.02.2005) 



1/5-5/5 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



m , filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



filed with the letter of 



_ , filed with the demand 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is . 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

S 55 jf 886 ^ * e tranSlati0n &mished for *• P"^ 0868 of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

JSt^jaBrSS^ * * e j ~ - National 

contained in the international application in written form, 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

SL^nnT* ^V* SU «, Se , q u en u y f T ished Written Scquence ,istin 8 does not g° be y° nd disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

b2i foSed** ** faf0m,ati0n reCOrdcd ™ com P uter readabIe is identical to the written sequence listing has 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

CZ the drawings, sheets/fig 



teSXlZ^^S* ( !°™ °? ^ amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* ^lh^^fT^S^^^ JUr f hed l ° thB reCeiV J ng 0JJice *" rESp0nSe to m invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
Id 70.17) originally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (idle 70.16 

« Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP 03/12689 



I. Basis of the report 



1. Thisreporthasbeendrawnonthebasisof (Replaawmt sheets whidi haw been famished to t^^^ invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendt?ients.): 



The newly submitted claims 8 and 9 do not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 34(2) (b) because they 
go beyond the disclosure in the application as 
originally filed. 

The submitted version discloses the formation of 
the gas mixture by introducing a predetermined 
quantity of the carrier gas and a predetermined 
quantity of a fluid of the active component into an 
evaporator as an alternative to, and not in 
conjunction with, formation by conducting the 
carrier gas through a fluid. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ' 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-7, 10-13 



1-7, 10-13 



1-7, 10-13 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: US-A-6 045 621 (MOHINDRA RAJ ET AL) 4 April 2000 
(2000-04-04) 



Document Dl is considered the prior art closest to 
the subject matter of claim 1 and discloses (the 
references between parentheses refer to that 
document ) a : 



method for drying substrates, in particular 
semiconductor wafers, following wet treatment in 
a treatment fluid, in which method a gas mixture 
which consists of a carrier gas and an active 
component and which reduces the surface tension 
of the treatment fluid is applied to the 
treatment fluid (column 12, lines 27 to 46) and 

j .the substrates, by producing a relative motion 

between the substrates and the fluid, are moved 
out of the fluid (column 12, line 57 to 
column 13, line 12), the carrier gas and active 
component mixture being formed by conducting the 
carrier gas through a fluid of the active 
component (column 6, line 57 to column 7, 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) " " — 
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PCT/EP 03/12689 



line 7) . 



The subject matter of claim 1 thus differs from the 
method known from Dl in that the concentration of 
the active component in the gas mixture is actively 
controlled or regulated and the temperature of the 
active component fluid is controlled or regulated ii 
line with a predetermined temperature. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 



The present invention can therefore be considered to 
address the problem of preventing undesirable 
changes in the active component concentration in the 
gas mixture, which occur as a result of cooling of 
the active component fluid during the mixing 
procedure . 

The solution proposed in claim 1, that is the 
temperature control of the active component fluid, 
cannot be found in document Dl and is not suggested 
by that or any other relevant document. The subject 
matter of claim 1 thus involves an inventive step 
(PCT Article 33 (3) ) . 



Claims 2 to 13 are dependent on claim 1 and 
therefore likewise meet the PCT requirements for 
novelty and inventive step. 
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